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Why aren't Jewish women circumcised? This improbable question, first advanced by anti-Jewish

Christian polemicists, is the point of departure for this wide-ranging exploration of gender and

Jewishness in Jewish thought. With a lively command of a wide range of Jewish sourcesâ€”from the

Bible and the Talmud to the legal and philosophical writings of the Middle Ages to Enlightenment

thinkers and modern scholarsâ€”Shaye J. D. Cohen considers the varied responses to this

provocative question and in the process provides the fullest cultural history of Jewish circumcision

available.
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One chapter of this book was assigned for a class I am taking. I started to read it (on reserve in

library) and just bought the whole book. Shaye Cohen is an amazing scholar, writer and lecturer -

especially for those with inquisitive minds.

Once again Professor Cohen writes a wonderful book on a subject that many talk abut but few really

ever researched as he did.He's the best..
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